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What do Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, 
birthdays, funerals and weddings each have 
in common? Why, flowers, of course. It’s a 
time-honored tradition to pin a corsage on 
your partner on prom night, and no college 
graduation would be complete without 
at least one celebratory bouquet. We give 
flowers to console, to bring cheer, and to 
brighten our homes, but beyond the tissue 
paper and cellophane wrapping, there lurks a 
dark secret: The flower factory farm. Just like 
animal agriculture, the commercial flower 
industry is rife with scary production practices 
involving toxic chemicals, unfair labor 
practices and excessive consumption of water 
and other precious natural resources. But for 
the savvy buyer, there are sweet-smelling, 
eco-friendly options, and nobody’s nose will 
know the difference.

A Thorn in Our Sides
More than 70 percent of the world’s cut 
flowers are grown in South America, and more 
countries around the world are jumping on 
board to get their piece of the pie. To produce 
flowers quickly and cheaply, industrial flower 
farmers use massive amounts of carcinogenic 
pesticides and herbicides, using energy-
consuming, growth-stimulating strategies. 
Heated greenhouses, intense fertilizers, 
growth hormones and artificial lighting are 
used to force flowers to grow faster and out of 
season. The resulting “McFlowers” are often 
grown in countries where stringent pesticide 
restrictions do not exist or are limited. In 
addition, because flowers are not consumed, 
they are not tested for pesticide residues, and 
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We give flowers to console, bring cheer, and brighten 
our homes, but beyond the tissue paper and 
cellophane wrapping lies a dark secret. By Andrea Rose




